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Construction begins on new residence hall
Katie Dial • staff writer
Students who live on campus are probably aware that
there is a new residence hall
in construction. Ground was
broken on August 17, and if
everything goes according
to plan, the hall will be open
and habitable next fall. A
four floor structure slightly
west of the Apartments East
and West, it will house 240
students and have 75,000
square feet of space. The
first floor will be comprised
of Percopo-style suites for
sophomores, complete with
two live-in tutors. The second, third and fourth floors
will be Apartments-style,
and are intended to house
upperclassmen. An interesting feature on the upper
floors is the combination of
the design of the hallways
and the placement of the
resident assistant’s room.
The RA’s room is placed so
that they can see down the
hallways of both wings while
standing in their doorway.
This will make it easier to be
an RA in the new hall than it
is in Percopo, for instance,
where the hallways are staggered. Another improvement upon previous designs
is that the living rooms of

the apartments
will each have
a window, as
opposed to the
apartments that
currently house
upperclassmen.
The purpose
of this new residence hall isn’t
to open the door
for expansion.
An enrollment
ceiling of 2,000
students
was
passed by the
Rose-Hulman
Board of Trustees in 2002
and is still in
effect. The new
residence
hall
is simply intended to allow
more upperclassmen to live
on campus. In the article
“Ground Broken on New
Residence Hall, Further Enhancing Student Life Experiences” about the new residence hall in Rose-Hulman
News, Pete Gustafson, Vice
President of Student Affairs
and Dean of Students, said
that “Our student surveys
reveal that on-campus living creates a better college
experience, improves student retention and gradu-

The Rose-Hulman Board of Trustees and community leaders pose
during the new residence hall groundbreaking ceremony.

Rose-Hulman News
ation rates, and better prepares students for life after
Rose-Hulman.”
The hall, unnamed as of
yet, will be Leadership in
Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED) Silver certified. In 2007, Gerald S.
Jakubowski, president of
Rose-Hulman at that time,
signed the American College
and University Presidents’

A rendering of the new residence hall to be opened in time for the 2012-2013 academic year.
Rose-Hulman News

Climate
Commitment,
which, among other environmentally beneficial requirements, states that “all
new campus construction
will be built to at least the
U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED Silver standard or
equivalent.” There are four
classes of LEED certification: Certified, Silver, Gold,
and Platinum, which are assigned according to a point
system. For a building to receive certification, there is
an application process, followed by verification by the
Green Building Certification
Institute (GBCI) that the
building meets the standards required for certification. Basically, this means
that there will be various
features to the building that
increase its sustainability
and save energy, resources,
and money.
One concern amongst students is the availability of
parking. Sixty percent of
the Apartments’ parking lot
has been closed to accommodate the new hall. When
the new hall is finished,
however, parking won’t be
an issue. The parking capacity isn’t going to be doubled
from what it was previously because the lot was only

about sixty percent full on a
regular basis. This is being
taken into account for the
design of the new parking
lot, and there will be enough
space for all of the residents. There were also plans
to pave a road that would go
around Percopo and down
to the Apartments; however, that may not happen because Rose-Hulman doesn’t
currently own some of the
property on which they want
to pave the road.
Lastly, with the increase
in accommodations, housing will be easier for Student Affairs and individual
students. If a person can’t
manage to find a group of
three other people to live
with, for example, there
will be enough extra space
that that person could apply for housing as a group
of two, and either get paired
with another twosome or
end up with extra space,
rather than having to move
off campus. With the opening of this new hall, the oncampus demographic will be
less severely skewed toward
underclassmen, and upperclassmen will be able to
stay immersed in the unique
culture that, in part, defines
Rose-Hulman.
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Issue 0

What Is GRΣΣK Life?

Rose-Hulman is like no other school in the country. This includes our amazing Greek system. Forget all the preconceived notions you have about “Frats,”
because here at Rose we have something different. Our eight Men’s Fraternities and three Women’s Sororities hold themselves to a higher standard.
Over a third of our student body is Greek. Affiliated Men and Women serve as presidents for organizations that are key to this campus including the Residence Hall Association, the Student Alumni Association, and the Student Activities Board. In fact, even 35% of the Res Life staff members (R.A.’s and S.A.’s)
are members of the Greek system. In the words of former R.H.A. President and Resident Assistant Michael Rooney, “Going Greek may not be for everyone,
but I can honestly say it will shape you immensely as a person for the better.”
So on Monday, be prepared and be excited because you will be given the chance to make one of the best decisions I have ever made.
-Nicholas Addante, IFC Public Relations Chair
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toons, and letters to the editor for publication.
We request that all letters to the editor be less
than 600 words in length, and the deadline for
content submission is 5:00 p.m. two days prior to
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Rose welcomes new staff members

Richard Thai • copy editor

The coming of the new school year
marks the arrival of new friends and
faces and freshmen. Unknown to
most students, Rose-Hulman has experienced a few new additions to the
staff and faculty over the summer as
well. Luchen Li joins the Institute
as the first Associate Dean of Global
Programs. Li comes from Kettering
University and intends to expand
upon international exposure and
experience. The new Chief of Staff,
Michael Davids, comes to us from
Holy Cross College. Davids will be
supporting President Matt Branam

for future decisions, operations, and
initiatives. The long vacant positions
for Vice President of Communications & Marketing and Vice President for Institution Advancement
have been filled in by Mary Barr and
Rickey McCurry respectively. “Simply put, my goal in this role is to help
express the powerful Rose-Hulman
success story,” Barr says—joining us
from Ball State University. McCurry
comes from the Southern Illinois
University Foundation and will be
helping set new approaches for fundraising as well as alumni affairs.
Two new positions were created
with the departure of Dr. Art West-

ern; previously the Vice President
of Academic Affairs and Dean of
Faculty. Formerly a lauded professor of mechanical engineering at
Rose-Hulman, Phillip Cornwell has
been named the new Vice President
of Academic Affairs (VPAA). Cornwell will be directly assisting Branam
in setting goals to maintain RoseHulman’s leading position in undergraduate education in mathematics,
science, and engineering. A Dean of
Faculty has currently not been determined. However Dr. William Kline—
Associate Dean for Professional Experiences, Director of Rose-Hulman
Ventures, and Professor of Engineer-

ing Management—says that “we will
conduct a search for the Dean of Faculty this year and I will serve as Interim Dean of Faculty until that search
is completed.”
These new additions to our staff
and faculty bring a vast wealth of
knowledge and experience to the table as well as a renewed enthusiasm
to the Institute. As Barr notes, “The
faculty have been very welcoming…
and gracious with their time. And the
students I’ve met so far are so inspiring. I feel lucky to be working with
some of the most curious minds in
the country. I am looking forward to
getting to know the students.”

In Pictures: Hallympics 2011

Members of Speed and Apartment-Style Residence Halls compete Monday in the annual Hallympics competition.
Tim Ekl / The Rose Thorn

New buildings, furniture greet
students on return to campus
Ranjana Chandramouli
staff writer
Rose-Hulman students this
fall weren’t returning to the
same, old Rose that they were
always used to. Couches, potted
greens, tiled floors, light fixtures,
and much more were replaced
this summer as part of an aggressive and intensive renovation project led by the Facilities department here at Rose to
update the campus as whole to
keep up with the demands of the
students. From the brand new
Student Innovation Center (SIC)
to the carpeted upper floors of
Moench fall to ventless hoods
in the Organic Chemistry lab
to renovations in the Learning
Center, the campus was bustling
this summer with changes and
innovations that changed the
face of Rose-Hulman in less than
90 days.
The most noticeable renovations for most students’ eyes
are the ones in the main halls
and common areas of the academic buildings. The upper
floors of Moench are now carpeted and outfitted with the
same style of desks and chairs
that were introduced to Olin
during its renovation last year.
The Moench commons, by the

mail rooms, is also outfitted
with new tables, chairs, and
power outlets and stripped of
its delineating couches. However, many smaller renovations
occurred throughout campus
that are likely to go more unnoticed by the general student
body. As part of the new ‘green’
initiative, more energy efficient
lamps were installed in some
classrooms through Olin and
Crapo as well as through the
main areas of the academic
buildings. Aluminum handrails, a project started by Blue
Key, were installed in Hatfield;
the East stairwell in Deming
was also updated – both of
which were projects concerned
with student safety. The organic chemistry lab was outfitted
with new, ventless hoods and a
new biology lab was created in
the Myers building, while the
Learning Center received its
own revamp with new carpet
and paint.
The starkest difference in the
Rose-Hulman campus this fall,
however, is the addition of a
brand new Student Innovation
Center, which is an addition to
the current Facilities building
north of Myers. While the renovations to Moench and the rest of
the academic buildings fell in the

school’s capital budget
for summer renovations, the creation of
Student
Innovation
Center was motivated
and implemented due
to time pressure from
the Indiana Department of Transportation
regarding the South
Campus.
According
to Michael Taylor, the
Senior Director of the
Facilities Department
here at Rose-Hulman,
INDOT planned to
purchase the land; the
need to vacate the premise and
find new homes for such Rose
clubs as SAE and EcoCar that
were housed there “provided incentive to move judiciously and
make alternative location arrangements [the building of the
SIC] before the property had to
be vacated.”
However, this urgent need for
space on campus blossomed into
an inventive and modern place
to house multiple teams on campus where there wasn’t currently
adequate room. Rose-Hulman’s
focus on innovation “helped
drive,” according to Taylor, “the
discussion the development of a
[shared space] for teams... such
as Eco-Car, Formula 1 SAE Car,

The new Student Innovation Center is an extension of the
Facilities Operations building on the north side of campus.
Rose-Hulman News

Team Rose Motorsports (TRM),
Rose-Hulman Efficient Vehicles (RHEV), Concrete Canoe,
Human-Powered Vehicle Team
(HPVT) and ChemECar.” A variety of different clubs will be able
to share space in the brand-new
Student Innovation Center, providing them with a place on campus to meet or to work on their
vehicles or projects.
Although already knee-deep in
another project, Michael Taylor
is, understandably, proud of the
success of the entire renovation,
especially considering the time
crunch of a 90-day schedule
from start to finish. Their goal
was to have Rose-Hulman ready
for students by the time they

returned in the fall, making the
remodeling process very aggressive and intense, made possible
by “sound planning, a good construction team, and quality oversight and management… from
the Institute itself,” says Taylor.
Like many other Rose-Hulman
faculty and staff, Taylor believes
in the success of the project because he believes that the new
renovations will help the things
that make Rose-Hulman truly
new and fresh every year: the
students. He remarks that “[the
renovations made to Moench
and the new Student Innovation
Center] will impact [Rose-Hulman] students tremendously…
and positively going forward.
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Summer blockbusters: movies you can’t miss!

Hobey Tam • staff writer
In my experience, you can’t
do the first episode of any movie series justice. Rarely do you
ever find a sequel as good as the
original, much less better than
the original. However, Kung Fu
Panda II with Po et al. was a refreshing 3D animation on the big
screen in contrast to all the Hollywood flicks and did the original
“Kung Fu Panda” justice. The
same could not be said about its
competing 3D animation sequel
competitor, “Cars 2.” Though
a cohesive and solid movie,
“Cars 2” didn’t present anything
ground-breaking or unique that
set it apart from the first movie.
However, I would still say that
both are worthy of a view and appropriate for any audience or occasion. But, if you had to choose,
go with “Kung Fu Panda 2.”
The battle of the prequels this
summer was between “X-Men
First Class” and “Rise of the
Planet of the Apes.” “X-Men First
Class,” is, in my opinion, comparable to the first X-Men or even
the best out of the whole series.
Reminiscent of “X-Men Origins:
Wolverine,” it was a well-executed portrayal of how some of the
most iconic figures in comic book
history came to be.
Though the modern twist on
“Planet of the Apes” made in
2001 was a horrible rendition of
the original 1968 version, the new
prequel, “Rise of the Planet of the
Apes,” surprisingly did not upset
and, instead, engaged the audience, especially the sci-fi crowd.
Again, both pictures would be

good choices for any occasion but
“X-men First Class” definitely excels above and beyond. Plus, you
get to see Dr. Xavier pre-wheelchair. What more could you ask
for?
“Transformers: Dark Side of
the Moon” and “Harry Potter 7.2”
presented great performances
– two of the most consistent series. On one hand, you have an
engineer’s dream of transforming robots blowing stuff up and

”

much justice as it could. Don’t get
me wrong, but “Harry Potter 7.2”
doesn’t do anything new for the
audience save the closure that the
book series already gave. As standalone films, they would have
much higher ratings but because
the audience already knows how
high the bar was set, we go in with
inherent expectations of ‘bigger
and better’ but, instead, only got
‘just as good.‘
Surprisingly, sequel disap-

A well-executed portrayal of how
some of the most iconic figures in
comic book history came to be.
on the other hand, the big screen
version of perhaps the most influential book series of our generation. However, compared to the
original films, these sequels were
merely plot perpetuators. They
were everything I expected. Yes,
they are must-sees for any Transformers or Harry Potter fans, respectively, and they will not disappoint for whatever occasion.
However, the problem with long
series is that the movies become
too formulated: World in trouble.
Optimus Prime. Mortal Kombat
fatality-like finishes. Prime and
Bumblebee for office 2012. And,
of course, the well-anticipated
climax of the Harry Potter series
was spot on and did the book as

pointments include “The Hangover II” and not surprisingly, “Final Destination 5.” I believe the
reason why these two films struggled so much is not that they were
poorly executed – as standalones,
they would have been more solid
films. However, the predecessors
of these films set the bar high,
so high that these two films fell
much too short to even be considered for the same DVD shelf of
any avid movie goer. “The Hangover II” was hilarious but recycled jokes. They merely replaced
Las Vegas with Bangkok. There
were parts where the audience
was rolling around with laughter,
but it falls short in respect to the
amount of side pain its predeces-

sor caused. “Final Destination
5” also suffered the same fate
– undoubtedly some scenes set
you on edge but ultimately were
completely predictable. The function was defined in the last 4 installments, and it seemed as if the
producers simply plugged and
chugged for the fifth.
Summer Superheroes
The X-Men were not the only
comic icons that graced the
big screen this summer. With
the recently released “Captain
America: The First Avenger” and
“The Green Lantern” release in
June, expectations were high as
these are two of our generation’s
(as well as older generations’)
favorite superheroes. What is
important in superhero movies is to not only put on a great
cinematic, modern and theatric
performance but also to have the
essence of the original graphic
preserved within every frame.
With that being said, the saga
of “Captain America: The First
Avenger” excelled and was a thrill
to watch while “The Green Lantern” was somewhat of a letdown.
That is not to say that both were
not worth seeing, however “The
Green Lantern” was painful to
watch at times, especially if you
are a Green Lantern fan.
Refreshing Off Color Comedies
“The Hangover” is a movie very
dear to my heart not only because
it’s hilarious on another level, but
also because it has defined our
generation’s idea of comedy – exploiting the reality of love mixed
with copious amounts of alcohol.
It has started a paradigm shift

in comedy and has become the
gold standard, the benchmark of
comedy. I standardize the level of
laughter using “The Hangover” as
100%.
“Bad Teachers” had many good
laughs in it with a star-studded
cast including Cameron Diaz and
the hilarious Jason Segel portraying the struggle of teachers in
the cruel world of middle school.
“The Change-up” had a similarly
received performance with Jason Bateman and Ryan Reynolds
portraying the cliché contrast
of single vs. married life. In all
honesty, both these ideas have
already been done and may be
cute date movies, but I would not
bother spending the money to see
these movies; there is so much
more potential for that matinee
ticket. Plots were predictable, and
though there were many parts
where I laughed it was nothing
like the level of constant sidesplitting “The Hangover” put us
through.
“Horrible Bosses” was a breath
of fresh air – I was starting to lose
faith in the idea-factories of Hollywood. This movie was for the
little man, the blue collar worker.
Having worked several blue collar jobs from flipping burgers
to stocking shelves, I loved this
movie because it indulged what
any person who has worked these
jobs dreams of all day everyday
– giving their boss what they deserve. P.J. Byrne, Jason Bateman,
and Charlie Day bring back the
kind of laughter that causes you
to cough and cry while keeping
the movie relevant and relatable.
A must-see for any occasion.

imdb.com

POM Wonderful Presents: The Greatest Movie Ever Sold
Jason Block • staff writer
Morgan Spurlock is very good at what he does. He takes
the documentary--normally a piece of nonfiction that
is unpalatable to most movie audiences, spelling box office poison--and turns it into a mainstream pop-art array
of fun and delight that also happens to teach you something along the way. You don’t quite leave his films with a
Wikileaks-level of understanding about his subjects, but
rather a heightened level of awareness.
His latest film, “POM Wonderful Presents: The Greatest
Movie Ever Sold,” explores the current domain of contextual advertising. Interviews with filmmakers, politicians,
and advertisers overlap with a fun little quest to try and
fund the film completely with advertisements (including
full interstitial commercials) and sponsorships. He uses
corporate sponsorships to fund a documentary that attempts to publicly skewer the image of corporate sponsorships--a meta-monstrosity.
What’s lacking in the film, however, is gravitas. Though

hinted at, there’s never a real sense of despair from the
perspective of the filmmakers. Great documentaries spin
real-life conflicts into something cinematic. “The King of
Kong” took competitive Donkey Kong and turned it into
a David-and-Goliath story for the ages, and “Exit Through
the Gift Shop” explored how an overinflated ego can shatter people’s definitions of art. Spurlock dwells on the fact
that he might not have complete creative control over the
final product, but if he really didn’t have that control then
we wouldn’t see those scenes in the first place. If the man
wasn’t so charming and fun to listen to, no one in the audience would buy into these kinds of conceits.
If anything, the most interesting moments in this film
come when the often-confident Spurlock enters a room
full of executives, fresh with ideas for how to push their
product in his movie, and leaves with the face of a little
kid who got pushed off the see-saw. This sounds specific,
but it happens quite often. The viewer gets a sense of how
much risk-minimization goes on in marketing meetings-

-from neuromarketing, to 4-quadrant appeal, and overall
brand protection. It’s an environment not typically shown
to Joe Consumer for good reason--to the outside world, it
looks absurd.
“POM Wonderful Presents: The Greatest Movie Ever
Sold” is a completely benign and engrossingly entertaining way to learn a little bit more about how corporations
infuse advertising into our everyday lives. Just don’t expect to be converted to a fair-trade lifestyle of anti-establishment minimalism after you leave. In fact, when the
movie was finished, I walked out into Times Square, saw
a giant McDonald’s advertisement, and guiltlessly ate a
cheeseburger. The difference was that unlike most experiences at McDonalds, I had a smile on my face.
Review rating: 3 elephants

Living
How To: Not have a smelly room
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Melissa Schwenk • living editor
Walk onto any guys’ floor
and you can instantly smell it:
the scent of dirty laundry, dirty
dishes, and dirty deeds (often
done dirt cheap). It’s the reason I avoided Speed and Deming my entire freshman year.
And it’s the reason we have
housekeepers.
Once a guy moves into an
apartment, the smell decreases
some, depending on how often
the guy does his laundry and
changes his sheets. It also helps
if he opens his windows to keep
the air from getting stale. But the
smell is usually there, lingering
in the background.
While I was in Germany, I
realized why American males’
apartments smell: their mothers probably never taught
them how to clean! How sad
is it that I’ve only seen men
actively taking part in cleaning an apartment once, and
that was approximately four
thousand miles away. Not that
American males are necessarily more lazy that females; they
just aren’t taught that women
aren’t maids.
The best example I have

for this is the bathroom at a
friend’s apartment after she’d
been gone for five weeks, leaving her male roommate to fend
for himself. It’s as if he was immune to the grime that built
up around the sink and that
he had x-ray vision that could
seen through the toothpaste
splatters into the mirror. I’ve
seen cleaner bathrooms in fraternity houses at 3 am on a Saturday.
Here are a few quick tips for
all the males on cleaning your
apartment and maintaining
a fresh scent. Also, there are
definitely some females who
could use a refresher course.
This is by no means an exhaustive list, but rather a few places
to start.
First of all, wash your laundry at least every week and a
half. There is where the stench
is coming from. Dirty gym
socks, sweaty t-shirts, and
week old boxers are smelly on
your body, so what makes you
think the smell goes away in a
hamper? And compiling all the
smelly clothes in one place by
no means confines the smell to
that place.
Another thing you should

be washing is your sheets. I
know that in the dorms you
don’t need to wash them, since
the cleaning ladies will change
them for you, but once you are
out of the dorms, you should
wash them every week or so.
Most people sweat in their
sleep, which means your sheets
are not clean, no matter if you
can’t smell them. Most people
can’t smell themselves, but
trust me, no girl wants to watch
a movie on your bed, in your
stinky room.
One key to clean laundry is
not over-filling the washer.
This may seen cost-effective,
but your clothes won’t come
out as fresh as they should. If
you don’t want to do your laundry, please have the courtesy to
throw away your smelly clothes
when you buy new ones.
Now that your clothes are
fresh, folded, and put away, it’s
time to think about an air freshener. Don’t let the guys on your
floor bully you about this; having an air freshener does not
make you a sissy. It shows girls
that you care about their nasal
comfort, which means a lot to
us. Wal-Mart has a wide selection of scents so there’s sure to

Freshman time management:
the litter runt becomes a barnyard lion
Katrina Brandenburg • guest writer
We freshman are like overly small kittens learning how
to hunt. For us, there is no
part of college that cannot
be gradually stalked and captured as our own. We do not
have to do it all on the first
day, but there are some activities upon which we should
pounce immediately.
One of these, the first step
in becoming a powerful lion,
is homework and studying.
If someone has free time between his classes, he should
use it to do homework. It
might seem tedious and boring at the time, but this habit
is like licking our fur. It takes
time, and it has to be done
too often to suit some cats’
tastes. Yet, the negative consequences of not doing it are
only too apparent to us all.
We do not want to catch wind
of that mess.
If you get the homework
started early, you will be able
to take breaks during the long
assignments too. There will
not be as many last minute
scrambles. Lastly, the weekend is not off limits to homework. It is two days, two
nights, and three evenings of
spare time. There are enough
hours there for the fun we
want to have and the homework we do not want to have
left at the last minute. Doing
homework at the first opportunity instead of the last is an
important step to succeeding
in claiming victory over our
prey. A predator with un-

clean fur would have to look
harder for a spot upwind to
hunt.
Another opportunity that
should be stalked from the
beginning of its existence like
a little butterfly is the ability
to make new friends. Friends
and the fun we have with
them are important parts of
our lives. They have been, and
they will continue to be. Making friends is step two, or it is
step three if you have sports
practices or club meetings to
add to your homework. In the
grand scheme of time management, friends should not
be allowed to overrule your
other priorities.
They should support you in
your efforts to succeed, the
way a set of nicely sharpened
claws is good support on the
hunt. One good way to spend
time with your friends is to
do homework together or
take those homework breaks
together when you can. That
lets you keep your fur in order and keep your support
units on good terms with you.
It also gives you someone to
help you find direction in the
wilderness and with whom to
share a tree when under attack from that unkind dog,
your least favorite subject.
Something that can be
mastered more gradually,
like the skill of belly crawling through tall grass undetected, is doing laundry. It is
important, but it is also not
as important as some of our
other responsibilities. We
might scare off a few of our

desired victims with failed
attempts at first, but we will
get it right. We can take the
time once in a week to do our
laundry if we brought enough
clothes.
The weekend seems like
an ideal time for developing
this skill, but we have to keep
in mind that it seems ideal
to everyone. Other cats are
treading the same territory.
There may be a better territory for you, and you should
consider using it. Put the
clothes in the washer, and
then go do something else
that needs to be done. Put
the clothes in the dryer, and
then go back to work. Put the
clothes away in your room,
and then find something else
to do. Tumbling clothes are
not lasers; they are really not
very fascinating. Do something else while you do your
laundry. There are larger cats
than us on the hunt, and we
need to continuously bulk up
to compete.
At the end of our first year
here, we should have mastered some hunting skills.
We might be able to keep our
fur in order, keep our claws
sharpened, and still have
time to sneak up through
some tall grasses on everything else we want to get
done. For now, we have to
hone those skills with careful concentration and selfdiscipline. In four years, we
may be able to navigate this
barnyard like a sleek, graceful barnyard lion when once
we were a litter runt.
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If you have this much laundry, you’re doing it wrong.

blogspot.com

be something you like.
What’s that lingering smell
in your room, you ask? Probably the week old dishes or
the spilled Chinese food. Don’t
start growing penicillin in your
room; wash your dishes after
each use, or at the end of the
day. Spilt food should be swept
up before it’s ground into the
carpet, not whenever the cleaning lady comes.
For those of you with your
own bathrooms or sinks, buy
a bathroom cleaner and wipe
down the sink once a week. It

takes two seconds but keeps everything looking nice. If you have
a kitchen, clean the counters and
sink every once in a while.
These are only a few basic
steps to keeping your room
nice and girl (or boy) friendly. There are plenty of other
methods you can employ as
well. The main point is that is
gets done. Even if you have no
interest in girls and/or only
want to play video games,
keeping house is an important
part of growing up. Happy
Cleaning.

5 steps, 5 ingredients,
5 fingers
Andrew Roth • staff writer
This is the first of what will hopefully be a recurring series of simple but delicious recipes that anyone can make.
We’re going to start off with a staple: Irish Soda Bread. I
can usually get one to two days out of a loaf before it disappears, and I try to always keep it on hand. Delicious on its
own or with butter, jam, or just about anything else, you
can even substitute it for buttermilk biscuits in a pinch.
Irish Soda Bread
Difficulty: 0 (You can make this even if you can’t boil water)
Ingredients
• 4 cups All Purpose Flour
• 1 teaspoon Baking Soda
• 1 teaspoon Salt
• 2 cups Buttermilk

Hardware
• 4.5 X 8.5 loaf pan
• Aluminum foil

Directions
• Preheat the oven to 425 F.
• Take the aluminum foil and press it around the outside of the loaf pan, making a mold. Separate and set
aside. Lightly grease and flour the loaf pan.
• Combine dry goods in a bowl and mix well to distribute the baking soda and salt throughout the flour.
• Add the buttermilk. Mix thoroughly, but avoid overmixing, which will let out gases. The dough should
look well combined and homogenous. It will be very
sticky, but still soft and gooey.
• Pour the dough into the loaf pan. Dip a butter knife
in flour and score the top of the dough. This will let
it rise without cracking.
• Now, take the aluminum mold and attach it over the
pan, crimping the corners to seal the cover.
• Bake for 30 minutes. Remove the cover, and bake
for 15 more minutes. When done, a toothpick inserted into the middle of the loaf will come out clean
and the bottom will sound hollow when rapped.
• Let the bread sit in the pan for 10 minutes to cool.
This will allow the loaf to contract, making extraction easier, and also reduce the occurrence of
scorched tongues.
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Opinions

Labor Day? More like yesterday

Jason Latimer
guest writer
This summer, a machinist
union called the International
Association of Machinists and
Aerospace Workers filed a
complaint to the National Labor Relations Board concerning the airplane manufacturer
Boeing Co.’s decision to construct a new plant in South
Carolina, a right-to-work state,
rather than in Washington
state, where the company has
produced planes for decades.
The union argues that the decision was in response to strikes
against the company. Building
this new plant – and the jobs
with it – outside of Washington
is punishment for those strikes,
they say, and violates federal
labor laws. However, Boeing is
still pushing forward with the
new plant and plans to finish
building it on schedule.
This classic management vs.
labor battle moved to the political arena of Washington,
D.C., where Republicans like
South Carolina Senator Lindsey Graham attacked the union’s move. “Nobody’s pay was
cut,” Graham said. “Nobody’s
benefits were reduced because
they moved to South Carolina,
so this complaint is just frivolous.”
Boeing’s intentions with this
move are clear: the company
is trying to avoid future union
confrontations by operating in a
state with a weaker union presence. But can you blame them?
In this economy, unions can be
a drag on economic progress
and have a bad habit of slowing
down growth, and when one of
the few American companies
that are actually producing
jobs is assaulted by labor like
this, it only makes sense for
them to try to conduct business
elsewhere. I can understand
supporting workers’ rights and

suitable
working
conditions,
but
unions
trying to dictate where
businesses
can
and
cannot
work
is
over
the
top and is
just cause
to analyze
the power
that unions
hold today.
In
its
heyday, unionized labor
was an essential and beneficial
component to the American
economy. As in any capitalist system, which inherently
operates on greed, companies
will challenge the safety and
well-being of its workforce for
the sake of money (even the
most fiscal conservative must
acknowledge this). This was
certainly the case in the late
1800s and early 1900s with the
Industrial Revolution, where
much of the national work force
moved into factories. Although
the growth in the manufacturing industry did wonders for
the economy, it came with its
share of injustices: prolonged
working hours, low pay, deplorable working conditions,
child labor bordering on abuse,
and countless safety hazards
that would often leave workers
missing a finger. This national
scenario was a justifiable cause
for the sprouting of the labor
movement, which established
workers’ rights and protected
the lower and middle classes
from their employer’s insatiable appetite for money.
Somewhere in the last century, labor and management
found a balance. Unions toler-

Dr. Sudipa Kirtley
faculty writer
One of my memories of
my childhood is of reciting poems with my mother.
Occasionally on summer
evenings, I would lounge
around on one of our living
room couches, staring at the
ceiling, taking turns in reciting particular stanzas of
poems written by Bengali
authors and then discussing
what the authors could have
meant with those words.

What has the Thorn
staff done this year?

Ich bin viel gereist, habe viel getrunken, und habe zwei Faecher
durchgefallen. [Ed. Note: Schade, Frau Schwenk.]
		
--Melissa Schwenk, Living Editor
I worked at co-op with NASA and learned MMA (boxing, Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, etc) to deal with those pesky CS and SE majors. A
can of whoop-ass is now in my repertoire of team-building exercises.
		
--Richard Thai, Copy Editor
I worked in Indianapolis, went rock climbing, went biking,
cooked meals, and played soccer. All at the same time.
		
--Stephen Mayhew, Copy Editor

www.iam10.org
ated their employers, and businesses treated employees fairly.
However, the balance has been
struck down. After accomplishing their main and just goals,
unions have been sticking
around where they aren’t needed and are bullying businesses
around. They don’t know what
to do anymore, so they do what
they always have done: challenging management. Labor
telling companies where they
can and can’t conduct business is a perfect example. The
organizations that used to
protect are now attacking, and
businesses are the ones now in
need of protection.
Unions today are like last
year’s high school seniors that
stay in town and still hang
around their old high school.
Everybody loved them last
year when they were a vital
and contributing factor of the
high school community, but
now everybody has moved on.
Nobody needs them anymore.
What those seniors did last
year was cool, but this year, it’s
just annoying.
Unions, we had a good run,
but it’s just not working out
anymore.

The other side of the desk
These were just lazy and
relaxed days where I spent
time with my parents and
enjoyed every moment of it.
There were no computers, no
Wiis, and no iPods.
With the advent of modern
technology we have come
very far in terms of efficiency. We do not usually have to
wait in long lines at the bank
to withdraw and deposit
money. At the grocery store,
the items are scanned and
totaled with much adeptness
making both the buyer and
the seller happy. In order to
call my home country now
I do not have to go through
an “international” operator,
and one button on my touchtone mobile gadget connects
me to my cousins in India.
We pay our monthly bills
on the computer: one click
on the keyboard is all that
you need to accomplish the
task.
The question that often

Issue 1

I played Minecraft. In my spare time, I went and did secret
math programming for the government.
		
--Tim Ekl, Photo Editor
I spent the summer working on fancy circuits for a company
in Chicagoland. Also made mad bank. And sat around the house
enjoying my homework-free nights and weekends. And played
copious amounts of Call of Duty. Answer the call‽
		
--Andrew Klusman, Business Manager
I had an internship at Applied Optimization in Dayton Ohio.
Most nights I would go to an open-invitation stand-up comedy
club to practice my material. Nobody laughed.
		
--Sean Gorsky, News Editor
I went on vacation to Florida, The Boundary Waters, and
Oshkosh, WI. In the rest of my off time, I worked at home and
caught up with friends.
		
--Marcus Willerscheidt, Entertainment Editor
I did research at Los Alamos National Lab and ran around the
desert for two months.
		
--Noël Spurgeon, Flipside Editor
I worked at Lutron Electronics Co., Inc. in Coopersburg, Pennsylvania. Where it is hot and humid... kinda like Terre Haute! I did
not enjoy homework-free nights because I took a summer class...
but it was totally worth it.
		
--Alex Mullans, Editor in Chief

Do you have opinions to share?
Send your rants and
observations to:
thorn-opinions@rose-hulman.edu

Are we losing something special with
the use of modern technology?

arises on my mind is at what
cost have we embraced this
effective lifestyle? I notice
that I do not get to spend as
much time with my daughters. Their attention is often taken up by electronic
gizmos, such as e-mail and
electronic chat over the
phone and over the computer, and when I ask them to
engage in old-fashioned activities that I was used to, I,
truly, act like a boring mother. It is not that I do not understand them. I also realize
that not only would I have
probably been the same way
if I was born in this present
time, but part of me has also
moved away from the oldfashioned relaxed lifestyle.
Adults and children are now
usually so caught up in other activities that the art of
conversation, the art of creative thinking, and the art of
relaxing with peers and parents are no longer essential

in our routines. Moreover,
the creativity of people, especially of the younger generation, is at stake with the
advent of this modern lifestyle. Children do not make
toy phones with matchboxes
and strings, and you will not
often find one taking apart
an old hair-dryer to see how
it works. Hand-held Nintendo’s are far more exciting
than making simple gadgets
with simple materials. In
many ways modern technology has thwarted the propensity of being creative,
and it is often a concerted
effort to take time away
from the modern technology
and think creatively.
In a recent New York
Times article “The Elusive
Big Idea,” Neal Gabler wrote
that in the post-Enlightened
age that we live in we can accumulate information superfast, and super efficiently,
and in the process we do not

“comprehend,” but rather
“apprehend” the world. As
a result, we are forgetting
to think and to elevate the
many facets of the society we
live in. He narrates: “…while
these [new information-age]
ideas may change the way we
live, they rarely transform
the way we think. They are
material, not ideational.”
We are in a frenzy of keeping up with the latest information about the world and
about our friends, but we are
losing out on thinking about
the ideas. I look back at my
younger days with fondness,
and I do not regret that I
was deprived of being constantly up-to-date with information about my friends
and the world at large with
cool electronic toys. Looking
back at one’s childhood is a
sign of getting old; I know I
am getting old, but perhaps
I do have a legitimate point
here.

Sports
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Engineers fall to DePauw in season opener
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Kurtis Zimmerman • sports editor
Despite a promising comeback rally that featured two second-half touchdowns for the Fightin’
Engineers, the DePauw University Tigers picked
up the season-opening 23 – 13 victory.
Junior quarterback Mitch Snyder threw for 280
yards with two touchdowns as leader of the RoseHulman offense, setting a career high for himself.
Senior Jordan Nielson picked up his own career
best with seven receptions covering 117 yards, and
junior Kyle Kovach added a balanced offensive effort with 35 rushing, 33 receiving, and 39 kickoff
return yards for a total of 115 yards on the night.
The defense featured several players in double
figures, with junior Ryan Gallagher and senior
Matt Green making 12 stops each and junior Jordan Martin making 10 tackles of his own and a
forced fumble. Sophomore Marcus Washington
added 10 stops in his first game at Cook Stadium,
and sophomore Chad Compton rounded out the
defensive effort with another 10 tackles and one
sack.
Green has now accumulated over 100 career

tackles during his time at Rose-Hulman, and end zone, but not before the Tigers picked up anbecause of his strong defensive plays Saturday other six points early in the fourth quarter.
night,
Green
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forced fumble
The Engineers
and ending in
travel to Kalaa
touchdown
mazoo College
by Nielson, but Kyle Kovach fends off a defender during Saturday’s season opener. after a weekend
Rose-Hulman News off. They will
DePauw
answered with a field goal before the end of the third return to Cook Stadium on September 24 for the
quarter. Rose-Hulman made another trip to the Homecoming game against Hanover College.

Thoughts from Coach Sokol
Coach Jeff Sokol begins his time
as head coach this
year after an impressive run as offensive coordinator and recruiting
coordinator at the
University of Chicago. In that time
he claimed three
University
Athletic Association
Championships
and three runnerup finishes in the
league. Sokol also
worked for a year
at Case Western
University as recruiting coordinator and defensive

backs coach, as well as two seasons at
Defiance College as
graduate assistant
coach and one season at Kalamazoo
College as wide receivers coach.
Sokol was kind
enough to share a
few thoughts with
The Rose Thorn
about his first game
and his experience
so far with the football team.
Rose
Thorn:
What made you
decide to coach at
Rose-Hulman?
Jeff Sokol: I wanted the opportu-

Lady Engineers set for
Volleyball Invitational
Invitational Schedule
Saturday, Sept. 10, 2011
Match 1- 2:00pm
Ct 1- Eureka vs. Franklin
Ct 2- Ohio Wesleyan vs. Rose-Hulman
Ct 3- Bethany vs. DePauw
Ct 4- Manchester vs. Wilmington
Match 2- 4:00pm
Ct 1- Manchester vs. Ohio Wesleyan
Ct 2- Wilmington vs. Rose-Hulman
Ct 3- DePauw vs. Franklin
Ct 4- Bethany vs. Eureka

Sunday, Sept. 11, 2011
Match 3- 11:00am
Ct 1- Bethany vs. Ohio Wesleyan
Ct 2- Rose-Hulman vs. DePauw
Ct.3- Eureka vs. Manchester
Ct 4- Wilmington vs. Franklin
Match 4- 1:00pm
Ct 1- Manchester vs. DePauw
Ct 2- Eureka vs. Rose-Hulman
Ct 3- Bethany vs. Wilmington
Ct 4- Franklin vs. Ohio Wesleyan

nity to be a head coach. I felt I had a
unique appreciation for the challenges faced by student-athletes trying
to excel in a rigorous curriculum. I
wanted to be a head coach at a school
that had great facilities and support.
I found all those things at Rose-Hulman, and was honored to be named
the new head coach.
RT: How did getting to see the
team in action over the summer during the trip in June help you prepare
for the fall season?
JS: The coaching staff and I had
an opportunity to watch our guys
block and tackle in pads, which you
normally can’t do until the fall. That
helped a lot, as well as having the opportunity to evaluate them in a high
pressure game situation.

Engineer Scoreboard
Men’s cross country
Sept 3 — Crawfordsville, Ind.
Wabash Hokum Karem Relay Race

Kurtis Zimmerman • sports editor
Rose-Hulman’s volleyball
team is set to host the fifteenth annual Engineer Volleyball Invitational this Saturday and Sunday in the Sports
and Recreation Center.
Eight teams total from Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, and West
Virginia will be represented:
Bethany College, DePauw
University, Eureka College,
Franklin College, Manchester College, Ohio Wesleyan
University, Wilmington University, along with the Lady
Engineers.
The Lady Engineers will begin action against Ohio Wesleyan on Saturday at 2 p.m
in Hulbert Arena, followed
by action against Wilmington at 4 p.m. Then on Sunday they take on DePauw at
11 a.m. followed by Eureka at
1 p.m. The volleyball team is
currently 3 - 3 after sweeping Greenville Wednesday
night.

RT: Is there anything in particular you noticed at this weekend’s loss
that you have begun working on to
improve in the next couple weeks?
JS: We are going to put more decision making in the hands of our QB,
Mitch Snyder. We’ll allow him the
freedom to change some plays at the
line of scrimmage to make sure we
are running our plays against the best
looks.
RT: What is your goal for the Fightin’ Engineers for this year? For years
to come?
JS: We expect to win the HCAC
Championship, and a have a team
GPA over a 3.0, while being great ambassadors for Rose-Hulman on and
off the field this year and for many
years to come.

6th place

Women’s cross country
Sept 3 — Crawfordsville, Ind.
Wabash Hokum Karem Relay Race

6th place

Men’s soccer
(1 - 2)

Women’s soccer
(1- 1)

Sept 7 — St. Louis, Mo.
Fontbonne University
Rose-Hulman

1
0

Sept 6 — Greencastle, Ind.
DePauw University
Rose-Hulman

4
0

Football
(0 - 1)
Sept 3 — Terre Haute, Ind.
DePauw University
Rose-Hulman

23
13

Women’s tennis
(2 - 1)
Sept 3 — Oakland City, Ind.
Thomas More University
Rose-Hulman
Oakland City University
Rose-Hulman
Sept 4 — Owensboro, Ky.
Kentucky Wesleyan University
Rose-Hulman

1
8
3
6
5
4
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Flipside

Couches still nowhere to be found as
students mourn the loss of an icon

Noël Spurgeon • humor editor
Nearly a week after their
last reported sighting, there
is still no sign of the Moench
couches, a case which has
been thus far filled with dead
ends and more questions
than answers. Despite scouring the length and breadth
of campus, volunteers were
unable to locate the missing
furniture, despite dredging
both Speed Lake and Scum
Pond for some hint as to the
circumstances behind the
couches’ disappearance. Although the clues are few and
far between in this davenport
dilemma, volunteers are far
from giving up hope. An unofficial source close to the
volunteer corps mainly responsible for the search and
rescue efforts hinted that the
organization was planning to
extend its search radius to the
greater Terre Haute area.
On campus, however, the
administration remains curiously mum. Despite the
Thorn’s best efforts, every
administrator the paper has
contacted has refused an interview, and the press office
has only this to say about the
conspicuous absence of the
beloved furniture:
“Although the disappearance of the Moench sofas is
indeed a great loss for the
campus community, the administration has played no
part in it, and should be absolved of all wrongful specu-

lation.”
In addition, according to an internal investigation conducted
by
Hose-Rulman,
there is no reason to
suspect foul play.
Although the official
word on the matter is
clear, many students
are far from satisfied.
To quote one particularly suspicious sophomore: “I’m not buying
it. I mean, we loved
those couches… it’s not
like they can grow legs
and walk away because
someone spilled one
too many Mountain
Dews on them.” His
sentiment was echoed
by those around him,
including one who
suggested that they
“deal with the problem
[themselves].”
In the meantime, a
makeshift
memorial
has sprung up where
the couches used to
sit, and the commons
has become so thick
with flowers and letters that it has become
nearly impossible to traverse
the hallway from Moench to
Crapo without stepping on
some kind of monument.
Although not particularly
known for their public displays of emotion, the outpouring of grief expressed by
the student body is truly stag-
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Wacky prof quotes
“Ham is not an ideal
gas.”
— Dr. Moorhead.
Bacon, however, can
be considered an ideal
meat.
“And those are the same
pictures you will have
when you’re a senior
you know when you
have grey hair and
wrinkles and scars, you
know from knife fights
and such.”
—Dr. Galinaitis. What
he didn’t tell you is
that the knife fights
were over which OS is
your favorite.
“So I chose Susan, and
we went to a football
game, but she was
allergic to footballs! I
didn’t know that ahead
of time.”
—Dr. Schumacher,
on the importance of
checking out sports allergies before you plan
a date.

Andy Chen • Altrusitic artist
gering. Long letters recounting lazy breaks between class
spent on the couches litter
the floor, and students have
been known to shed a tear
or two before the display.
In fact, a candlelight vigil in
honor of the missing couches
is to be held sometime next
week, with donations being

collected to fund the continuing search and rescue efforts. However, for now, the
campus will watch, wait, and
hope.
“I just want them to come
back home,” said one tearyeyed student. “They were my
favorite napping spot, and I just
feel so lost without them.”

“So it’s useless as a
book, but you can use
it to keep doors open.
Or throw it at people.”
— Dr. Gibson, on the
value of lead books.
Just don’t lick your
thumb before turning
the page.

Rose Profs say crazy
things. E-mail them
to the Flipside at
thorn-flipside@
rose-hulman.edu

Elegy on the couches
of Moench
Jake Sheets • guest writer
A blow has been dealt to the people of Rose
It has been met with cries of anguish and woe
This offense is quite great
As I will hither so state
So hearken as I depart from a tiresome prose
Long do we strive in our arduous learning
To grasp things unknown – Constantly yearning
To discover the truth
Like a ravenous sleuth
Until the fibers of our minds are left burning
Then desperately we seek to find our respite
In the scholarly darkness, a beacon of light
A chance to relax
After our punishing tax
The hope to escape from our wearisome plight
But alas, as I gaze where we once took our rest
A moan of despair rose loud from my chest
For before my feet
Absent was our seat
The great couches where we sat gladly abreast
So I cry that this offense not be left standing
Lest the students of Rose commence with our banding
To put right what is wrong
With our unyielding song
For our numbers will ne’er cease expanding!

Stephen Mayhew • Completely original! For a limited time only!

Rose Men of Genius
Celebrating the unsung heroes of Rose-Hulman

Noël Spurgeon • humor editor

Today we salute you, Mr. First Week Warrior. Drunk on the optimism that comes packaged
with your planner at the start of the school year, you take it upon yourself to become the best
student you have ever been. Usually a freshman, you try to seize college as the opportunity
to turn over a new leaf that you never had in your past 12 years of schooling. You’ll do your
homework the day it’s assigned, won’t procrastinate on that group project, will get straight
A’s, and won’t stay up past midnight. You’ve put your name on every single club roster, and
plan to not only join these clubs, but catapult them to international superstardom. However,
in your enthusiasm leaves one key variable out of the equation: school. Like a stray dog stalking you through the Hautian wilderness, homework will find you, and it will destroy you. Your
struggle will be brief and futile. Three weeks from now, you’ll be pulling all-nighters to make
up for your procrastination, and your inbox will be filled with email from clubs and organizations that you’ll never have time to attend, or even think about. So here’s to you, Mr. First
Week Warrior… because we’re not offended when you don’t show up to our meetings. We know
where you are.

This is the Flipside disclaimer, where I put tiny words. All content without someone’s name on it belongs to Noël Spurgeon (that’s me!), and all content with someone’s name on it is probably strategically blamed on that person. So... who ordered fall weather with a side of suck?
Because I’m totally not ready to stop wearing shorts and sandals. I mean, we deserve at least another... three weeks of decent weather, because everyone knows that we’ll be too busy to enjoy the nice spring weather come 10th week in May. Someone should really get on that.

